
     

 
 

Welcome to Back to School Night  

 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome to third grade!  I am thrilled to be your child’s teacher and I 
look forward to learning and growing along with your child as this year 
progresses. 
 
Tonight, we will briefly discuss the following topics. 
 

1. First Day Packets:  Thanks in advance for taking the time to look     
through all of the paperwork and return all necessary forms! 

 
2. Schedule 

 
3. Third Grade Curriculum    

 
4. The Homework Agenda   

 
5. Ticket Reward System  

 
6. Report Cards  

 
7. Volunteering Sign-Up  

 
8. Conference Sign-ups/Transportation Forms  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Homework Agenda:  
A means of communication and organization 

 

 
School: 
Your child will record all daily homework (and long term) assignments in 
his/her agenda.  I will check and sign each agenda daily. At the end of the 
day, students will pack their necessary homework items.  These items will 
always include the agenda, their homework folder, and their word study 
notebook.   
 
Home: 
When students are finished with their homework they should refer to their 
agenda and check items that they have completed.  At this point they 
should ask you to sign their agenda and then put all of these items back in 
their backpack.  Please feel free to write notes in the agenda to me.  Also, 
please talk to your child about setting up a consistent routine for homework 
time, signing of the agenda, and putting items back in their backpack. 
 
Homework: 
Your child will be assigned homework Monday through Thursday.  This 
homework will usually consist of math, study guides, and word study.  A 
system of word study homework will be glued into your child’s word study 
notebook.  Math homework will be in your child’s homework folder.  
Homework should take students no longer than 30 minutes each night to 
complete.  If your child is consistently taking longer to complete 
assignments, please contact me.  In addition, each child is encouraged to 
read at least 15 minutes every night.  If your child forgets to bring in their 
homework, please have them bring in the homework the next day with the 
current homework.  
   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Math 
 

First two weeks of school will be used to assess the students’ math skills. 
Students work will be adjusted as needed. We will be using a variety of 
math resources to help students learn to solve problems in a variety of 
ways. Higher level thinking skills, such as explaining math thinking, will be 
highlighted. Math study guides will be sent home at the beginning of each 
unit. Please review with your child.  
 
 

 
Spelling 

 

We will continue to use Word Study this year.  Remember that we will be 
teaching the children about spelling patterns that words have, so that when 
they come to a word in their reading or writing that they do not know, they 
can use the appropriate patterns to decode it.  Some of the words on the 
spelling lists may appear “easy.”  After studying, your child will probably be 
able to recall the spelling of the words, but on the test, we will be using a 
few words that were not on the spelling list at all, but that do fit the word 
pattern. These bonus words will give your child an opportunity to earn a 4 
on their word study test.  
 
 

 
Report Cards 

 

Please be aware that the report card is different from second to third grade. 
Third graders will be given letter grades (A-F) for the subject areas 
Reading, Math, Science, Social Studies and Writing on the report card. For 
each skill that is taught students will be given the usual number scores. The 
representation of each number is as follows: 4= excelling (bonus question), 
3.5 = excelling (no bonus question), 3= achieving, 2= developing and 1 = 
needs improvement. On the papers coming home you will see a numerical 
score. The opportunity to earn a 4 grade on a test will be indicated by a 
bonus question requiring students to use higher level thinking. This will be 
explained further during conferences at the end of the first quarter. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SOLs  
 

This is a test that all the third graders will take in May.  This year third 
graders will only be required to take the Math and Reading SOLs. The 
content on these tests is taught throughout the year and the children will be 
ready when the SOL tests begin.  We have access to several released tests 
that are used as practice in the classroom with the children.  In the spring, 
some of these will be sent home to let you see what your child should know 
and what your child is still having difficulty with.   
The link below will take you to the Virginia Department of Education where 
you can find more information. http://www.doe.virginia.gov/ 
 

     Friday Folder  
 
Your child will have a red Algonkian Friday Folder.  There will be 
newsletters, graded assignments, and other important information sent 
home in this folder.  Please make sure that you look at this folder every 
Friday.  Your son/daughter should bring this folder back to school every 
Monday. 

 
 
 

Snack   
 
We have lunch at 11:50 am this year.  The children are allowed to bring a 
morning snack to school.  Healthy snacks are best! We highly encourage 
students to bring a water bottle to school (no glass bottles). Please 
no sports drinks or juice.  
 
 

 
Lunch   

 
You are welcome to join your child for lunch any day.  If you plan on 
meeting your child for lunch, please sign in at the office and proceed 
directly to the cafeteria. Lunch prices $3.05.  
 

     
 
 
 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/


 
 
 

  Extra Things to Know    
 
*Please remember to have children wear appropriate shoes for P.E. 
* Library books are due back on or before our scheduled library day. 
*Toys will not be allowed at school. 
*Birthday invitations are not to be brought to the classroom unless   
everyone in the class is invited. 
*Birthday snacks are no longer allowed to be given out in school.   
*Check throughout the year with your child on the condition of their 
supplies.  
 
 
 If you have any questions about any of this, please feel free to contact 
me via email or call Algonkian @571-434-3240. 
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful year with your child!  
 

Sincerely, 
The Third Grade Team  

 


